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Michael K. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
Room 8-B201 
445 12th street, sw 
Washington, D.C. ms% 
Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing regarding the proposed merger between Echosta Communications Corporation and 
HUGHES which I know is an issue you have been giving careful consideration. 

Competition in the pay-TV and broadband markets is of the utmost importance to my 
constituents back home in the 18th Congressional District of Pennsylvania. Unfortunately in the 
market for television services today, it seems that no provider exists that can compete with'cable 
to ensure competitiveness -.in pric,e, quality, and service. In the emerging market for broadband, 
we'wthankful that .* cable g d ,  DSL providers have begun rolling out services, but in order to 
ensure accessand cqpetitive pncipg to all of my const,i$ents, it is im@rt&t~that'satellite 
broadband become another option.' It is with these'realities in mind'rhat 1 dsk y o u i s u p ~ r t  for 
the promyd merger afEchoStar and HUGHES. 

When &e proposed merger was a&ounced.&.October \ . .  of last year, ex&uttves on both sides 
discussed how the ,combined company would . .  be betier equipped to.meeithkprobamining and 
broadband needs of consumers acros's the country. Si& then, muchof thedtbate'his &entered 
on how t h i s  merger would benefit rural Americans. While I feel stro~gly that the merger's 
benefits - which I understand to be in part, local channels for all Americans and af€ordable 
broadband access in every zip code - would have a positive impact on rural America and are in 
the public's best interest, benefits to areas like suburban Pittsburgh as well as the city itself 
should not be overlooked. The combined company would have the efficiencies necessary - 
along with every incentive - to provide my constituents with expadded progTamming choice, 
high-speed Internet access via satellite, and added services like hgh-definition television 
(HDTV), interactive television, and near video on demand - services that consumers have been 
promised by others. but have yet to have complete access to. 

. .  1 .  . .  z .  ' 

Todajr, operating separately, EchoStar's DISH Network and HUGHES' DIRECIV olfer 
hundrcds of duplicative channels, wasting valuable spectrum that could be better used to offer 
my constituents fhesc services. Combined, the new company would be able to compete with the 
dominvlt cable companies in the multichannel video programming distribution (MVPD) market, 
driving down prices and improving customer service. Without the merger, however, the two 
DRS providers will be stuck in the status quo, offenng duplicative programming, and unable to 
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bring true competition to cable. As someone that has always stressed and believed in the 
benefits of competition, I see this as unacceptable. 

On the broadband front, many of my constituents are luckier than most Americans in that they 
have access to high-speed Internet service. However, I believe strongly that it is vital to promote 
competition in these services and the merged company would have the resources, economies of 
scale and satellite capacity needed to offer an affordable option in the market for high-speed 
Internet access. For rural Americans, it seems this merger may be even more important, as the 
combined EchoStar would be a truly viable option for ruraI America to access broadband 
services. For areas like mine, an additional, affordable broadband option for consumers would 
increase competition, something in the best interests for all. 

I owe it to my constituents to continue to advocate commercial developments that will increase 
choice and competition - no matter the industry. If approved, the proposed merger of EchoStar 
would increase competition in the broadband and pay-TV markets, which I believe will lower 
prices, raise customer service levels and ultimately benefit consumers - in Western Pennsylvania 
and across the country in any number of ways. I urge you to allow the proposed merger to be 
consummated. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Mike Doyle 
Member of Congress 
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